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The Amazon Creek headwaters are once again under grave threat from an intensive development pro-
posal. 
 
This time, the Beverlys have filed for a 75 lot housing development, connecting to West Amazon Drive 
at Martin Street, that would mostly blot out the 26 acre Amazon Headwaters Keystone area, and ruin the 
natural landscape of the Canyon Drive Headwaters Trail. 

In accord with neighborhood discussions over the last 12 years, and consistent with the formal voted 
positions of our General Meetings, Southeast Neighbors is organizing to stop this new assault on the most 
critical unprotected natural resource area remaining in south Eugene. 
 

A Regional Priority for Preservation  
 
On March 19, 2012, the Beverlys and other owners of key tax lots 
in the Amazon Headwaters Keystone area filed for a fourth time for 
City approval of a planned unit development (PUD) application for 
this sensitive site. 
 
As the only remaining place to make a connected ecological corri-
dor between the Amazon Greenway and the headwaters of Amazon 
Creek, this site was identified by the Army Corps of Engineers, in 
their major Metro Waterways study, as a priority open space acqui-
sition area for the protection and restoration of Amazon Creek. 
 

(Continued on page 4) 

May General  Meet ing & SEN Elect ions  
 

Four positions will be filled at our May 2012 General Meeting: President, Vice-President, and two 2 
year board positions. Kevin Matthews is up for reelection for President. 

Nominations are open for the association’s President and Vice President and we are also seeking nomina-
tions for 2 seats on the board. A slate of interested Board candidates will be presented at the meeting, 
and additional nominations may be made from the floor. 

Discussions of the Deerbrook PUD and the Envision Eugene draft recommendation are also on the 
agenda. 

Date/Time:   Tuesday May 8,  7 -9 PM 

Location:  Spencer Butte Middle School, 500 E 43rd Ave  

Working together to preserve the livability of our most immediate surroundings, 

for all the people and creatures therein, and for the generations to come. 

MAY 2012 

 Southeast Neighbors News 

 by  David Sau l  

 
 Amazon Headwater s  Keystone Under S iege -  

Thoughts from our President   by  Kevin Matthews  

Ins ide This  Issue:  

 

 

   

 
Mark Your Calendars  
Business Commute 
Challenge is  
                 May 12-18! 
 
Bike Walk Pool and SAVE! 
Also earn prizes and recognition for 
your business! 
 
Sponsors, Prizes by: 
Amtrak, Arriving by Bike, 
Paul's Bicycle Way of Life, The 
Shedd, Hutch's Springfield and 
Eugene, and More....   

 
Get the details @ 
www.commutechallenge.org  
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Ward 2 will vote for City Councilor in the May 15, 2012, Primary Election, conducted by Lane County Elections in accordance with Ore-

gon Revised Statutes. The May Primary Election is a qualifying election. If a candidate wins more than 50% of the total vote for that position, 

only that candidate’s name will be placed on the November 6, 2012, General Election ballot. If no candidate receives more than 50% of the 

vote, the names of the two candidates receiving the most votes in the May primary will be placed on the November ballot. 

The incumbent councilor Betty Taylor is challenged by Jim Ray, and Juan Carlos Valle. Southeast Neighbors News contacted each of the 

candidates and asked them to respond to a few questions. Here are their answers: 

PAGE 2 

SOUTHEAST NEIGHBORS NEWS 

City Counci l  Candidates  Respond  

 by Dav id Saul  

How will the city maintain needed social services in the face of declining revenues? 

Jim Ray: 

In an effort to maintain needed social services we first need to research "what works" in other communities and how to make it work here. 

Next is to find who we can look to for funding. Some of our healthcare institutions and our religious groups would be a place to start.   

Betty Taylor: 

Social services are supported through the Lane County Human Services Department, which distributes funds to a number of non profit agen-

cies.  The city contributes to the fund (as do Springfield and Lane county), and we have not reduced the amount of our contribution. I know 

from having served on the Human Services Commission (one year as chair) that there is never enough money for increasing needs.  It is not a 

function of city government, but in addition to the financial contribution, two councilors serve on the Commission. 

Juan Carlos Valle: 

I can think of 3 specific opportunities we have for a significant impact in the face of declining revenues: 1-The city needs to do more with 

less.  It is time to review the budget and to identify which departments have a significant budget and compare it to the impact and size of 

benefit to the community.  2- We have a great opportunity with at least two projects in which we can begin a conversation about what is the 

community getting in return.  How about a voluntary contribution (perhaps a percentage of the tax break) to a special fund that is dedicated 

to Social Services, Road repairs and the Library?  I believe that any housing project, big business and such that wants a tax break from us 

would have a unique opportunity to have a community presence by participating in this program. 3- Our community based social agencies 

are very good at what they do, and they provide an invaluable service to our community.  We can get them all together and see which areas 

they complement and which programs can collaborate to be more efficient and effective.  

What can the city council do to execute on the Climate and Energy Action Plan ? 

Jim Ray: 

City Council needs to continue implementation of the ongoing strategic plan of  Solid Waste Management, The Green Building Program, 

Storm Water Management, and Urban Forestry. Primary targets, Buildings and Energy, Food and Agriculture, Land Use and Transporta-

tion, Consumption and Waste, Health and Social Services, and Urban Natural Resources should be the focus. We also need to continue on 

our path of reducing total GHG Emissions from existing buildings and new construction. We need to continue preserving the productive 

capacity of food sheds, and prepare our food systems for the uncertainties created by climate change. We also need to continue to expand 

and improve our bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure, and look for more ways to use solar and wind power for our energy. 

Juan Carlos Valle: 

The Action in the plan is the key element for positive movement towards the goal.  I can tell you that it is going to take innovation and vision 
on how we are going to live where and how we get our food and how we get there.  I do believe that our community has the capacity to 
defend our quality of life.  
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What should be done about the substantial backlog of road repairs? 

Jim Ray: 

The City Council members need to personally take a drive on these roads, as I have done,  assess the terrible conditions of each and every 
one of them, prioritize them,  add them to the repair list, and repair them as the budget allows. 

Betty Taylor: 

Ask voters to renew the levy for street repairs so that Public Works can continue the good work they have done for the past few years. 

Juan Carlos Valle: 

As I proposed earlier, a new fund maintained by a portion of taxes we give away to those seeking tax exemptions can directly affect road 
repairs.  A tax on fuel is there, but as community we have the capacity to do better.  We need to review or establish a list of streets that 
should have priority according to the greatest community benefit.  Targeting main streets and those with the heaviest use will lessen the 
stress added on nearby or connecting streets.  In addition, the priority can include reviewing the maintenance log versus the tear and start 
over approach.  By working on specific grids the city can make better use and have a higher impact on the backlog.  At the same time, the 
City needs to make concrete repairs (although asphalt approach is different), before overlay resurfacing work to be able to prolong the life of 
the road.  The concrete would be less damaged when a new road surfaced is added later.  In the end, whether from a special fund or any 
additional bond (not recommended at this time due to the economic downturn), the City has to find the most cost-efficient method of doing 
concrete repair work with the resources at hand.  In the end, preparing the streets is a good idea and we need to also make sure the bike 
paths are maintained and even expanded so people do not have to be out in their cars. 

(Continued on page 7) 

 

Betty Taylor: 

 Decline to expand the Urban Growth Boundary 

 Purchase the Amazon Headwaters land 

 Add energy efficiency to the Rental Housing Code 

 Re-model City Hall, rather than construct a new building 

 Provide secure bicycle parking 

 Ask for enforcement of laws which contribute to pedestrian 
safety 

 Authorize building of pedestrian paths and sidewalk infills 

 Permit community gardens on temporarily vacant land 

 While the plan is to reduce community-wide greenhouse emissions by 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2020, I can tell you that based on 
our extensive and well-designed network of bike paths as well as the walkability of our neighborhoods, we can do better than that by the 
target time.  In generating a greater awareness of our bike paths, our trails, our way of life in Eugene, I am confident we can reduce commu-
nity-wide fossil use by 50 percent comes 2030.  In identifying the strategies we need to help our community adapt to the changing climate 
and the cost of fossil fuel, we can start with publicly owned entities and start a conversation of the need to seriously consider their footprint.  
But we cannot stop there, we need to also look at what the building materials being used in construction, How the buildings are designed to 
meet efficiency and effectiveness, those new and many existing buildings can become green buildings where their footprint to exist is much 
less than in the past, even increase the recyclable materials they use for other applications.  In addition, given the proposals for Urban 
Growth Boundary (UGB) expansion, we need to have this conversation at the forefront.  

SEN Cycl ing Committee  
 
Concerned with cyclist safety issues? Interested in promoting active 
transportation in Eugene? 
 
Please email David Saul (d-saul@comcast.net) if you'd like to join 

the Southeast Neighbors Cycling Committee. 

mailto:d-saul@comcast.net
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Like the Joe Green property on the eastern slope of the headwaters bowl, this site was also identified as a priority for open space protec-
tion in the final report of the Mayor's Committee on the Amazon Headwaters. However, unlike Joe Green, who ultimately sold his 
PUD site to the City of Eugene for a reasonable price (and a large profit), the Beverlys have to date remained unwilling to negotiate on a 
conservation purchase price anywhere remotely near fair market value.  The high price demanded by the Beverlys - $4 million or more, 
perhaps three times market value - has made it impossible, so far, to succeed with our long-desired goal of a willing-seller purchase for 
preservation of the Amazon Headwaters Keystone 
 
This site was identified as a geologic hazard area in draft hazard maps from the 
Oregon Department of Geology and Mineral Industries (DOGAMI), with 
large earthflows obvious to see in high-precision LIDAR mapping commis-
sioned by Friends of Eugene. (Why this hazard area was dropped in the most 
recent final hazard map from DOGAMI remains unexplained.) 
 

Novel Legal Approach  
 
The new PUD application takes a radical approach to the City land use code. 
 
First, it is using the "needed housing" track in the code, which has never been done before for a PUD in Eugene.  This code track was 
created over ten years ago as a quick and dirty City response to a major appeal of the 2001 Land Use Code Update (LUCU) by devel-
oper organizations. 
 
The "needed housing" track was intended to create a set of "clear and objective standards" for development applications, as an alterna-
tive to the more flexible provisions of the regular land use code, that can call for judgments over things like what constitutes "significant 
vegetation. 
 
Bill Kloos, hard core attorney for the Beverlys, is trying to take this to another level in the current application.  Kloos says in the appli-
cation, for instance:  

 
"In summary, the test for the applicability of this standard will be whether people argue over what it means. If people can argue about what the standard 
requires, because the code is not clear about that, then the standard may not be applied at all." 

 
If that sounds confusing to you, you're not alone!  In this specific section, Kloos is trying to argue about what is meant by a "20% 
slope," as part of his argument for exemption from steep slope grading regulations. 
Since, like any good hard core attorney, Bill Kloos can argue about any standard, the result of his interpretation would be that ulti-
mately, no standards could be enforced at all…..  literally. 

There's a lot at stake.  The standards in the land use code exist to protect basic health and safety, community investments, adjacent 
property values, and quality of life for humans and nature both. 
 

Fourth Time Around  
 
Ironically, perhaps, this seems to be the same attitude all over again that has prevented the Beverlys from getting a development ap-
proved before. 
 
In her decision denying their 57 lot PUD application back in 2000, the Hearings Official wrote, "The applicant challenges the applicabil-
ity of numerous criteria on the basis that the proposed development constitutes 'needed housing' the regulation of which must be based 
upon 'clear and objective standards.'" 

 

(Continued from page 1) 
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More than ten years ago, Southeast Neighbors, in coalition with Friends of Eugene and with Amazon Creek, park, and conservation support-
ers across the City, fought that original Beverly application for the 57 unit South Park PUD, alongside a negative recommendation by City 
staff, and won denial of the application from the Hearings Official in July, 2000. 
 
The Beverlys appealed that denial to the Eugene Planning Commission, which decided in support of the Hearings Official and neighborhood 
position against the excessive development. 
 
Having failed in 2000 with 57 units, now in 2012 the Beverlys are applying for a 75 unit development.  In between, the Beverlys have filed 
two other PUD applications, each of which they then withdrew themselves before any public decision was reached. 
 

Same Game, Different Rules  
 
Because Kloos and the Beverlys are using the needed housing track this time, the rules (aka the land use code approval criteria) will be very 
different. 
 
The current needed housing code provisions were assembled quickly and with a minimum of public process after the appeal of LUCU by 
developer organizations.  These code provisions are narrow by their nature.  Having never been used for a PUD in ten years, they are also 
untried and untested.  This makes it a field day for aggressive developer lawyering. It means that the public hearing on the development may 
be much narrower, even more technical than usual.  We'll be working on figuring that out. It also means that the development application 
has to strictly follow the specific rules in the needed housing track.  From our research so far, it appears the Deerbrook PUD fails to meet 
the specific set of rules the developers have chosen to work with. Coming full circle, 
that's exactly why they are working so hard on the legal arguments for throwing out 
the pieces of rules they don't like. The effectiveness of the lawyers on each side is 
likely to have a big impact on the outcome of the development application. 

 
Please Stay Tuned  
 
At our Southeast Neighbors General Meeting on May 8, 2012, we'll be talking about 
the Deerbrook PUD application and neighborhood strategy in more detail, in addition 
to discussing Envision Eugene and holding our annual board elections. 
 
In the meantime, we've set up a wiki page with links to current and background material on the Amazon Headwaters Keystone and the dan-
gerous new Deerbrook PUD application, at:   http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Deerbrook_PUD 
 
Contributions to support our legal fees and organizing are tax deductible through Save Amazon Headwaters 
Please come to our meeting in May, and stay tuned.  The beloved rocks and rills of Eugene's wooded headwaters and Amazon Creek need 
our help once again! 

Editor’s Note:  Southeast Neighbors invites a response from the PUD applicants to be printed in the next edition of the newsletter. 

 LTD Planning  Fare Increase  
 
  by  David Sau l  

The LTD Board takes time each year to evaluate the District‘s fares. This year the Board will evaluate an increase to the cash fare, day pass 
prices, RideSource fares, and group pass program rates. The last time these fares were increased occurred in July 2008. If adopted, change to 
fares would become effective July 1. 2012. 

 The board is considering raising the adult cash fare to $1.75, day passes to $3.50 in addition to various other increases. 

The Register Guard reported that turnout was low at the initial public hearing that was held on April 9. Only two residents provided  com-
ments on the proposal. A second hearing is scheduled to occur 5:30 p.m. on  May 14 and will be held in the Bascom-Tykeson Room at the 
Eugene Public Library.  

Written comments may be emailed to LTD@ltd.org or mailed to Lane Transit District, P.O. Box 7070, Springfield, OR 97475-0470.  

 

http://www.eugeneneighbors.org/wiki/Deerbrook_PUD
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Important Issues for the City Council to decide in the near future:  

City Hall—Re-model or demolish and build a new facility 

Envision Eugene—whether (and where) to expand the Urban Growth Boundary  (See Kevin Matthews’s article in the March 29th Eugene 

Weekly: http://www.eugeneweekly.com/article/housing-mix-key  

Homeless shelter whether (and where) to establish a homeless camp 

Road repairs—whether to put another levy on the November ballot 

I am interested in your views on all these issues. Please e-mail or telephone me at betty.l.taylor@ci.eugene.or.us, (541) 338-9947.  

I also encourage you to speak to the entire Council at a public forum on the 2nd or 4th Monday in the Council Chambers at 7:30 PM. Your 3 

minutes there will reach everyone who watches our meetings on TV or the web. 
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City Council  Update  
 

 by  Betty  Taylor  Ward 2 City  Councilor  

Hello from the New Southeast  Neighbor s Board Secretary  

 By  Heather S iel ick i  

My name is Heather Sielicki and I have volunteered to be the secretary for our neighborhood board. I have lived in the Southeast neighbor-

hood for almost two years. I love having Eugene for my home. I have not ceased to wonder at its beauty, or to count myself as a thankful 

resident. 

I am committed to participate in our neighborhood association because I care about what is going on around me. I’m curious. I have a child; I 

am invested in this community for the long haul. I’m busy but I want to contribute in whatever way I can. My goal is to bring my communi-

cation background to the table and to help increase neighborhood participation. 

Being on the board is a great way to participate. There are several openings right now. In May, we elect the president and vice-president. 

With a full board sharing the work, we can make a significant contribution to the well-being and livability of the neighborhood. 

If you can’t commit to a board position, commit to attending a neighborhood event or meeting this year. Keep reading the newsletter and 

stay informed. 

I have begun sending our meeting minutes to our email discussion list (to subscribe, visit http://snipurl.com/22ulstc ) and I am redesigning 

the neighborhood web site. I’ll do my best to get the information out. I hope to see you at the next meeting. 

Envis ion Eugene Draft  Recommendat ion Issued  

On March 14 the city manager presented the Envision Eugene draft recommendation to the city council. The project documents and a web-
cast of the March 14 meeting are available on the Envision Eugene web site  at  www.envisioneugene.org. 

The stated goals of the Envision Eugene project are to determine how Eugene will accommodate the next 20 years of growth in our commu-
nity, as required by state law, and to create a future that is livable, sustainable, beautiful and prosperous.   

The draft recommendation is focused on determining how the city will grow over the next 20 years to accommodate our population which is 
projected to grow by 34,000. It calls for expanding Eugene's Urban Growth boundary to allocate additional land for housing and industrial 
development. 

Community feedback on this draft will be vital to inform council action on the recommendation. A series of community forums  was held 
around the city in March and April to present the recommendation and gather feedback. An online survey will also be available until the sur-
vey is closed on Wednesday May 2.  The city council will hold a public hearing on the recommendation on Monday May 14. 

 By  David Sau l  

http://www.eugeneweekly.com/article/housing-mix-key
mailto:betty.l.taylor@ci.eugene.or.us
tel:%28541%29%20338-9947
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More questions for the candidates …. And their responses: 

If elected, how do you intend to uphold the views of those you will represent? 

Jim Ray:  

As a member of City council,  I would connect with, and become an active participant with the groups of people that have the power and 

resources to make things happen. 

(Continued from page 3) 

Betty Taylor:  

 I will listen to everyone, consider all views, and speak and vote for the best interests of all citizens. 

Juan Carlos Valle: 

Our Ward has been historically been represented well in many boards and commissions and community organizations.  My success in up-

holding the views of those I will represent depends on a strong two-way communication system.  It will require listening to all the constitu-

ents, analyzing and understanding the needs and desires of the different neighborhoods to that of the rest of Eugene. The residents of Ward 2 

are part of the rest of Eugene, but also have unique needs and desires for our neighborhood; we need to preserve our beautiful surroundings, 

our environment and to have a firsthand voice in how and when we will grow within our area.  In order to get an overview of as many views 

as possible, processes, events, community forums and direct contact with residents will need to be established to secure ways for input and 

participation to gage all the views and perspectives.  It is important for the representative of Ward 2 to be a strong voice and to advocate for 

the needs and vision of our residents. 

What are your plans to communicate with the community on issues that affect our area?  

Jim Ray: 

 I would use the most effective media and methods, including The Southeast Neighbor News, to communicate. I would develop a comment 

column, and I would also, as I do now, welcome all members of the community to contact me personally though my e-

mail, jimrayforcitycouncil@yahoo.com, or my website,www.Jimrayforcitycouncil.com. 

Betty Taylor: 

I will continue to attend neighborhood meetings, respond to emails and phone calls, and speak to the Council and the City Manager 

about needs and problems such as the need to protect the Amazon Headwaters. 

Juan Carlos Valle: 

This question is the most important of all as direct input and direct communication with residents of Ward 2 is crucial for participation of all.  

a)-I intend to engage residents via neighborhood meetings.  b) - A dedicated newsletter that might be called Ward 2 corner where upcoming 

Council decisions, and/or items of interest will be shared with my constituents.  c) My existing and new volunteers will be used extensively 

to reach out to those who prefer a different means of communication.  d) I will engage community leaders in our area directly and on a regu-

lar basis to keep an ear on the ground and to ensure I have a constant understanding of the pulse of Ward 2.  e) For those who use other 

means of communication such as Facebook or tweeter, I will have a dedicated Facebook page and tweet items of interest to my constituency. 

www.valle2012.com 

At the same time, I will make sure that we all understand that a two-way communication system will need to be in place with those within 

the city limits and in our ward.  This approach will not only ensure goodwill and will demonstrate a commitment to my constituency, but 

will also open the door for special volunteer activities to work on community projects, sponsoring educational and literacy programs, staging 

neighborhood open houses and even organize walk the neighborhood tours, celebrating anniversaries, and mounting special exhibits that 

depicts our area.  

mailto:jimrayforcitycouncil@yahoo.com
http://www.jimrayforcitycouncil.com/
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This is the official newsletter of Southeast Neighbors.  

Newsletters are published and mailed courtesy of the City of Eugene. 

Newsletters are produced by neighborhood volunteers and are free to residents and 

businesses of the neighborhood. Space is available for letters to the editor and 

editorial comments from neighbors. All signed letters will be published as space permits. 

Editorials express the author’s views, not the position of the Neighborhood Association, the 

City’s elected officials, or City staff. 

Send comments, articles, or letters to the editor  to  editor@southeastneighbors.org 

Southeast  Neighbor s  
c/o Neighborhood Ser v ices  
99 West  10th Ave  
Eugene OR  97401  

Officers 

Kevin Matthews, President, 541-514-4766  

Lisa Warnes, Vice President, 541-484-2210 

 

Board Members 

Madronna Holden (2012), Deborah Noble (2013), Carol Pearce (2013), David Saul, Newsletter Edi-

tor (2013), Heather Sieliki, Secretary (2013),  Kent Anderson (2013), Alicia McGraw (2013)  

tel:541-514-4766
tel:541-484-2210

